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17 October 2006

At Aramatsurino-miya in Naiku on the occasion of Kanname-sai
Sheaves of rice plants are hung on the fence around the inner sanctuary.
They are called Kakechikara. “Chikara” means tax.
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14 September 2012
At Imibiya-den in Geku on the occasion of Higotoasayu-omike-sai
A sacred fire was started to prepare offerings to deities.
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14 September 2012

Higotoasayu-omike-sai at Kaminomiino-jinja in Geku

Priests draw spring water with a long dipper so carefully that their silhouettes do
not reflect on water.
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14 September 2012
Higotoasayu-omike-sai at Imibiya-den in Geku
Preparing food offerings begins with starting a sacred fire with an ancient tool.
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27 February 2015

Geku

Priests are proceeding to the Imibiya-den for the ritual to prepare sacred food
offerings. The priest at the tail of the procession is holding the key of Mike-den

where deities gather for meals.
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15 November 2012

Imibiya-den in Geku

Smoke is rising from a hut in which rice
offering is cooked.
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In front of Imibiya-den in Geku

A wooden chest of food offerings is
carried to Mike-den.
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1 September 2009

The sacred rice field

On the day of a ritual to pull out ears of rice
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17 February 2009

A view from Naiku

In the morning of Kinen-sai, a ritual to pray for good harvest of the year,
it snowed heavily for a time.
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17 February 2009

Mishineno-mikura in Naiku

In the morning of Kinen-sai, a ritual is performed at Mishineno-mikura,
a shrine to store rice. Rice harvested in the sacred rice field is stored here.
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17 February 2009

The garden of Naiku

It snowed onto pink ume blossoms in
the morning of Kinen-sai.
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17 February 2009
The second torii gate in the approach to the inner sanctuary of Naiku
Imperial envoy and cloth offerings from Emperor are purified for Kinen-sai.
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Aramatsurino-miya in Naiku
Kinen-sai, a ritual to pray for good
harvest of the year
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3 April 2007
Near Ujibashi Bridge
Evergreen mistletoe is outstanding among trees yet to
sprout.
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16 March 2015

Eastern site for the next inner sanctuary in Geku
In the morning about to rain on a spring day,

a huge camphor tree is filled with life-force.
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27 March 2012

Ujibashi Bridge

When the spring sun rose,
frost disappeared in the blink of an eye.
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21 March 2008

In Naiku

The sun is showing its shape through
the clouds of spring.
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21 March 2007
The sacred farm where vegetables are grown to be offered to deities
Farmer representative offers a prayer in the field. Spring cultivation begins.
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In Naiku

Branches are about to sprung and
shining under the morning light.
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21 March 2008

The upper Isuzu River (the Kamiji River)

Many Camellia japonica trees are found in the sacred forest of Ise Jingu.
A flower fell from a tree was resting on a rock in the river.
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The site for purification rituals in Naiku

On the day of Jinmutenno-sai, the ritual to
commemorate the demise of Emperor Jinmu

SER194F (2007) 4 3H

e T

mRKEE

HEAE AT 2 M &
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The site for purification rituals in Naiku

Ritual shoes are lined behind priests who are worshiping
Emperor Jinmu from afar.
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5 April 2008
The sacred forest along the upper Isuzu River (the Kamiji River)
Wild cherry blossoms draws attention especially in a broad-leaved forest.
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4 April 2008

A sidewalk of the sacred rice field
Violets and equisetums are shining with
morning dew on the day of the ritual to
seed rice.
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4 April 2006
The sacred rice field

Rice seeding ritual. Seedbed with rice seeds reflects sunshine.
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4 April 2006
At the sacred rice field on the occasion of the rice seeding ritual
Farmers descend from Mt. Yukuwa wearing vines of masaki tree.
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4 April 2007
M. Yukuwa (adjacent to the sacred rice field)
Prior to rice seeding, a ritual is performed in the mountain.
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4 April 2008
At the sacred rice field on the occasion of the rice seeding ritual
Priests are offering a bow in the ritual site.
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4 April 2006

At the sacred rice field on the occasion of the rice seeding ritual

Chief farmer is serving the ritual.

The handle of the hoe is made from oak harvested during the ritual in Mt. Yukuwa.

SERL254F (2013) 4 H2H
FHE R H

WET%%
BB/ A-> T\ 5

2 April 2013
At the sacred rice field on the occasion of the rice seeding ritual
In the wooden container there are sacred seeds of rice.
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At the sacred rice field on the occasion of the rice

seeding ritual
Sacred seeds of rice are sown on seedbeds.
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M. Tsuzumigatake

A huge camphor tree. Spring, the season
of fallen leaves and new life.
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16 April 2014

Maruyama ritual site
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The ritual of harvesting woods for Jingu-taima (the talisman of Ise Jingu)
This is to pray for safety of harvesting cedar trees used for Jingu-taima.
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16 April 2014

Maruyama ritual site

An offering buried underground on
the occasion of the ritual of harvesting
woods for Jingu-taima.

Shunki-kagura-sai
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The garden of Naiku

Kagura (sacred dance) offering in spring.

The dance is titled as “Kocho”. The background is Mt.
Tsuzumigatake.
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30 April 2009

The garden of Naiku

Kagura (sacred dance) offering in
spring. The dance is titled as “Ranryo’o”
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3 May 2008

Mitarashi, the riverside purification site in Naiku (the Isuzu River)

Visitors purify themselves by washing their hands and rinsing their mouths at the
edge of the Isuzu River.
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30 April 2009

The forest of Aramatsurino-miya in Naiku
Parent and child deer appeared from the forest.
Only the child was looking this way.
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Naiku

The roof of the sanctuary rises in silhouette against the
western sky.
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The sanctuary of Geku

The roof of the sanctuary is surrounded
by verdurous camphor trees and cedars.
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4 May 2008
In the sacred forest along the upper Isuzu River (the Kamiji River)
Wisterias and nuts trees are in full bloom.
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1 May 2009

Yahiro-den in Kanhatorihatadono-jinja
The pillars of Yahiro-den in the morning
of aritual to start weaving divine clothes.
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1 May 2009

The forest of Kanhatorihatadono-jinja
The kami of weaving is enshrined in the
forest.
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Yahiro-den in Kanhatorihatadono-jinja
Silk textile is woven in this shrine.
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Kanhatorihatadono-jinja

After purification, priests proceed to a
ritual to start weaving divine clothes.
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Yahiro-den in Kanhatorihatadono-jinja
Women serve to weave silk textiles.
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Yahiro-den in Kanhatorihatadono-jinja

Thread reeling
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3 May 2007

Yahiro-den in Kan'omihatadono-jinja
Men serve to weave hemp textiles.
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3 May 2007

Yahiro-den in Kanhatorihatadono-jinja

Silk thread reeling
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13 May 2007

Kan'omihatadono-jinja

At the occasion of a ritual to show appreciation to a kami for successful weaving of
textiles. Hemp textiles are offered to the kami.
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Aramatsurino-miya in Naiku
Kanmiso-sai, a ritual to offer clothing
to deities
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The site for purification rituals in Naiku
On the occasion of Kanmiso-sai. Cloth offerings are purified.
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The sacred forest (near the source of the Isuzu River, a perspective from the
Tsurugi peak)

Green leaves of various trees weave a twill pattern.
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The sacred rice field

The ritual to start rice planting.

A farmer representative holds a sheaf of
rice seedlings.
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The sacred rice field

The ritual to start rice planting. Priests
and farmers proceeds to the rice field.
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The sacred rice field

The ritual to start rice planting.
Silhouettes of female farmers reflect on rice field.

13





